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In this issue we review
some of the important
events in the dance
calendar where
Harlequin Floors has
provided support,
sponsorship and of course dance floors.
Harlequin enjoys a global leadership in dance
floors and trust in the quality of our floors. Our
mission is to work closely with the worldwide
dance community and dance organisations as
we continue to develop floors that inspire
confidence in dancers. By supporting and
applying research we can work to improve
safety issues still further. We are also able to
encourage emerging talent through
scholarship programmes awarded at some of
the major events throughout the world - in
Beijing, Lausanne and London, for example.
The team at Harlequin are delighted to watch
the progress of scholarship winners as their
careers in dance progress. Harlequin has also
developed strong links to the various dance
organisations, both in the UK and at an
international level. Harlequin’s role in the
global dance community is a recurring theme
in this issue of Harlequin News.

Harlequin continues to support
UK Dance Industry P. 2
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We look forward to meeting as many of our
readers as we can during 2016 – please come
and visit us at one of the exhibition events and
join us on our various social media channels.

Guy Dagger
Managing Director
Harlequin Floors
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Harlequin Floors are
first Principal Sponsor
for One Dance UK
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Speaking at the launch of ‘One Dance UK’ in London,
Guy Dagger, Managing Director of leading dance
floor specialists Harlequin Floors, announced that
Harlequin was set to become the first Principal
Sponsor of the new organisation.

Events in London, Lausanne,
Beijing, Vienna and Adelaide
Harlequin Floors has a long history of supporting emerging talented
young dancers. Here we take a look at three of the Harlequin
Scholarships awarded in 2015 and how major dance events have come
to rely on Harlequin Floors.

Leroy Mokgatle takes gold at The Genée
The gold medal at RAD’s 2015 Genée International Ballet Competition
was awarded to 15 year old Leroy Mokgatle from South Africa.
The finest young dancers trained
in the RAD syllabus were drawn to
London from around the world to
compete in what is recognised as
one of the most prestigious ballet
competitions. This year the Royal
Academy of Dance’s flagship event
returned to London after a five year
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absence during which the Genée
had visited Antwerp, Glasgow,
Wellington, and Cape Town. Gold
medal winner Leroy Mokgatle,
trained by Christopher Montague,
Sayward Harris, Angelique Harris,
Heidi Wright and Angela Malan,
was also presented with The Margot

Fonteyn Audience Choice Award,
having enraptured the Sadler’s
Wells audience and live streaming
viewers from around the world. The
silver medal went to Lania Atkins,
15, from Australia, while the bronze
was awarded to Makensie Henson,
15, from Australia.

One Dance UK is the new industry
body formed of the bringing
together in April 2016 of four key
dance organisations: Association
of Dance of the African Diaspora
(ADAD), Dance UK, National Dance
Teachers Association (NDTA) and
Youth Dance England (YDE). The
organisation has been created to
provide a single more powerful
voice for dance, a central knowledge
hub, professional development
opportunities and performance
platforms to nurture talent, and
strategic initiatives that will benefit
the entire dance sector.
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Guy said, “We are delighted and
proud to announce Harlequin
Floors has become One Dance
UK’s first Principal Sponsor.
This demonstrates a significant
development from Harlequin
Floor’s long-term support of the
Dance UK’s Healthier Dancer
Programme and National Institute
of Dance Medicine and Science –
an initiative launched by Dance
UK and others in 2012 - and
more than doubles the level of our
current financial support.”

events
Julian MacKay wins Harlequin
Scholarship at Prix de Lausanne
Julian MacKay, a 17 year old American dancer from
Montana, was the proud winner of the 2015 Harlequin
Floors Scholarship awarded at the Prix de Lausanne
in Switzerland.
Switzerland may seem a long way from
Montana, USA and perhaps an even
further distance to an international
career in ballet. But that is the journey
Julian is on course to achieve. Julian
was already flying high during his last
year at the Bolshoi Academy before
his graduation in June, having already

won medals last summer at Sochi and
Istanbul and being awarded the Kelvin
Coe Scholarship from the En Avant
Foundation. He also danced Siegfried
for the Russian State Ballet on tour.
“Supporting young talented dancers and
looking towards the future of dance is a
cherished value of Harlequin Floors. In

recognition of the dance community and
in memory of our friends and founders
of Prix de Lausanne, Elvire and Philippe
Braunschweig, we want to continue to
strengthen the privileged links between
both institutions and our support to the
Prix de Lausanne, by once again giving
this scholarship.”
Photo credit: Grégory Batardon/Prix de Lausanne

The Australian Dance Awards
get better every year!
Ausdance and Harlequin Floors staged the 18th
Australian Dance Awards night, which was held in
Adelaide for the very first time. The Awards recognise
and honour professional Australian dance artists who
have made an outstanding contribution to dance.
coincide with our 50th anniversary,
and an honour to be part of the
evening’s program. We have heard
nothing but great feedback about the
night.” Harlequin Floors were once
again the main sponsor and also
presented Queensland Ballet with the
Award for ‘Outstanding Performance
by a Company’ for Romeo and Juliet,
which was accepted by Principal
Dancer Clare Morehen.
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Harlequin dance floors
for ImPulsTanz in Vienna

A great night was had by all, with
outstanding performances from many
including Restless Dance Theatre,
Melbourne City Ballet and Australian
Dance Theatre; who were also
celebrating their 50th anniversary in
2015. Garry Stewart, Artistic Director
of Australian Dance Theatre said, “It
was an absolute thrill for us as a South
Australian-based company to have
the Awards presented in Adelaide to

Photo credit: ImPulsTanz

When ImPulsTanz opened in Vienna, it was the
culmination of a busy installation and logistics planning
exercise between the festival organisers and exclusive
dance floor partners Harlequin Floors, to transform the
performance venues with new dance floors.
Festival Artistic Director Ismael Ivo said,
“The colourful floors inspire creativity in
dancers and teachers alike and instantly
create a ‘feel good’ atmosphere when
one enters the studios.” The partnership
with ImPulsTanz - Vienna International
Dance Festival is the biggest entered into
by Harlequin which started a five year
co-operation when the old, end of life
floors previously used were deemed ready
for replacement. Karl Regensburger,
Intendant of ImPulsTanz Festival
explained, “Providing a secure working
environment for our dancers is key to us
and Harlequin Floors delivers this.”
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Taking a look at some unusual and interesting places using Harlequin dance floors this year. Matt Brady gives
Harlequin News the inside story on Hatch House and the Harlequin Stage. Rosie Kay tours ‘5 Soldiers’ with
Harlequin Allegro providing a ‘cushioned’ floor’, from Nigeria a dance studio inspired by the London ballroom
scene of the 1950s! Finally Melbourne City Ballet talk about their mission to reach out to new audiences.

Back stage insight with Director
Matt Brady at Hatch House
Matt Brady, Director of The Covent Garden Dance
Company, talks about the dance company, the Hatch
House event and the Harlequin Stage.
Royal Ballet, English National Ballet,
American Ballet Theatre, Royal Danish
Ballet, Rambert, Paris Opera Ballet and
many more great companies. “We have
a duty of care to ensure that they do not
get injured and that they feel confident to
perform at their best without fear,” Matt
tells us. Harlequin is the ‘Dom Pérignon’
of dance floors.” He asserts. “We knew
we were going to be inviting the greatest
dancers in the world to perform on the
Harlequin Stage at Hatch House. We
needed to make sure that they had the
best floor and the Harlequin Liberty
sprung floor was perfect for this,” Matt
concludes, “We have a good reputation
with the dancers. A lot of that is because
of our dance floor.”

Photo Credit: Covent Garden Dance Company

With the 17th century Hatch House
in Wiltshire once again providing a
rural setting for the sixth season of
‘International Stars of Ballet and Dance,’
it seemed a good time to ask how it all
began. “Hatch House was born out of
necessity and desire.” Matt explained,
“It was necessary to create a show that
would raise funds to keep CGDC alive
and the desire to not give up on the
dream of creating new, exciting work and
engaging new audiences in dance.” Matt
continued, “The Hatch House shows are
unique in so many ways. But I would
say that the most wonderful thing about
them is the hugely loyal audience and
the incredible artists who have taken a
chance on coming and performing at
Hatch.” Dancers are ‘loaned’ from The

Rosie Kay Dance Company
‘soldier on’ to critical acclaim
It was a tough assignment, as Harlequin
Allegro is the thickest roll-up floor on
the market and perfect for providing
a cushioned floor when laid on to the
hardest of surfaces, mainly concrete as
James Allenby, Company Producer for
Rosie Kay Dance Company explained;
“touring with Harlequin Allegro was tiring!
The only downside to all that cushioning
is that the rolls of floor are heavy. Created
in 2010, 5 SOLDIERS is described as “a
timely, controversial, thought provoking
and moving exploration of war in modern
times. Featuring Kay’s trademark intense
physicality and athleticism, 5 SOLDIERS
weaves a story of physical transformation,
helping us understand how soldiers
are made and how war affects them.”
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James continued, “The show is incredibly
physical with lots of floor work and so
we needed to keep the dancers safe
and their knees and ankles undamaged.
The Harlequin Allegro gave us that extra
level of cushioning without us needing
to tour a fully sprung floor. It also helped
to make the theatre spaces we built look
professional. We knew that because
we were touring to unusual spaces we
needed to have a floor that would bring
consistency for the dancers so that they
could perform at their best. The quality
of the floor significantly affects the
dancers’ health and performance. A poor
quality floor can result in injury and a
less than perfect performance.”

Photo credit: Rosie Kay Dance Company

The critically acclaimed ‘5 SOLDIERS’ toured with rolls
of Harlequin Allegro to provide a suitable dance floor in
venues as varied as drill halls to professional theatres.

Photo credit: Val’s Dance Studio

Lagos Ballroom opts for
Harlequin dance floors
Located in Lagos, Nigeria is ‘Val’s - The Dance
Studio’, splendidly furnished with Harlequin
dance floors and recently opened as a legacy to
the eponymous Val, 20 years after his death.
The facility equipped with Harlequin
Vitality and Harlequin Fiesta in the
main studio and Harlequin Vitality
with Harlequin Studio in the other
two, are a modern tribute to a story
that dates back to south London
of the 1950s and the influence of
a young civil engineering student
named Valentine Humphrey Arewe
Aneke. Long before Strictly Come
Dancing there was the long-running
TV show Come Dancing broadcast
from regional ballroom studios as
a head-to-head team competition
with the highlight being a formation
dancing finale. And supreme

amongst ballroom formation dance
teams were those created by Frank
and Peggy Spencer from Penge. It
was their studio where Val enrolled
leading in due course to winning
several gold, silver and bronze
medals for his skills in Ballroom
and Latin dance. Today Val’s – The
Dance Studio, founded by daughter
Angela Aneke retains a link to dance
in 1950s London through Founding
Patron Peggy Spencer MBE. The
new studios offer a range of dance
classes including Latin, Ballroom,
Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Hip-Hop, plus a
series of Master Classes.

Photo credit: Melbourne City Ballet

Melbourne City Ballet “The perfect floor makes for beautiful dancing.”
Melbourne City Ballet was only formed around two
years ago, but it is already proving a hit with dancers
and the public alike.

Principal dancer Yuiko Masukawa
explains “We started talking about how
we have so many beautiful dancers, but
we don’t have a company or a place
to dance”. Artistic Director Michael
Pappalardo went on to explain, “So
we created this space that could
accommodate differences in dancers and
to create work which was entertaining.”
Iona Marques as Ballet Mistress and
Senior Dancer spoke of their ambition
of growing into a major arts company in
Victoria. “MCB is playing to a gap in the
market for production content, dancers
and the public. You get to work every
day, you get to challenge yourself and
somehow improve yourself as a dancer,
because it doesn’t feel like work at all.”

When speaking about the company’s
choice of Harlequin floors for their
studios, Iona added “We can’t do
what we do without the perfect floor.
The perfect floor makes for beautiful
dancing.” Yuiko agreed, “When I dance
on a different floor I always have a
fear of getting injured, but now I can
dance one hundred percent.” Artistic
Director, Michael Pappalardo continued,
“In selecting Harlequin we went for
the best product on the market and so
many people have since come into the
space and said we have the best floors
in Melbourne.” Looking to the future
Michael would like MCB to grow and is
passionate about delivering great work
at an affordable price to urban areas
and rural areas around Victoria.
“We want to create a great space
for dancers to enjoy and great
dance for the public to come and see.”
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asia-pacific
news from

Tokyo’s The Ballet Garden now equipped with a Harlequin floor
With a CV which includes training at the Royal Ballet
School, dancing with English National Ballet, a
qualification as an ISTD teacher and a spell as a guest
teacher at Elmhurst School for Dance, Miho Tsurutani,
Principal at Tokyo’s The Ballet Garden, had a strong
opinion on what floor she desired for her studio.
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“Harlequin Cascade was absolutely the
floor I wanted.” said Miho when speaking
to members of the Harlequin team who
visited her studios recently.

of Harlequin Floors in Asia revealed
that this was the first installation of
Harlequin’s popular vinyl dance floor
into a private dance school in Japan.

Presenting her with a certificate
confirming that her studio is equipped
with a Harlequin Cascade performance
surface, Kasper Nyboe, General Manager

Describing herself as “delighted”, Miho
Tsurutani summed up her experience
working with Harlequin; “Now it feels
like we have a proper ballet floor!”

Harlequin Floors joins in the 50th anniversary
celebrations with Australian Dance Theatre
To celebrate the company’s 50th
anniversary, Harlequin Floors interviewed
the personalities at the heart of
its success. Crediting Harlequin’s
products ability to give the dancers the
confidence to perform their demanding
choreography and movement, Creative
Director, Garry Stewart revealed that
“creating a safe environment for our
dancers is fundamental so we really
need great studios and a very sound floor
surface to work on.”
The world-famous Australian Dance
Theatre has revealed it relies upon
Harlequin Floors to provide a portable
sprung floor system to ensure its dancers

can safely deliver their ground-breaking
performances. As a company that
specialises in exceptionally physical and
emotional routines that are punctuated
with ballistic floor and aerial work, a
Harlequin Liberty sprung floor panel
system paired with a Harlequin’s Studio
performance vinyl creates a safe and
resilient portable dance floor solution for
the elite Adelaide-based dance company
whilst they are on the road.
Paul Cowley, Australian Dance Theatre’s
Executive Director said selecting an
appropriate dance floor solution was
a rigorous procedure. “The process
of auditioning the floors involved me

travelling to different cities in Australia
to view different products that other
companies were using and to speak
directly to the people that were using
them” he explained.
“We chose the Harlequin product
because it was leaps and bounds ahead
of the alternative products. Touring with
our own Harlequin surfaces gives our
dancers consistency. So, wherever we
are in Australia or internationally, they
know they’ve got the same surface to
work with. That’s important for the peace
of mind of our dancers.”
Photo credit: Chris Herzfeld Camlight Productions

Harlequin obtains rare interview with Madam Zhao Ruheng
Doyen of ballet in China and former Artistic Director of the National Ballet of China, Madam Zhao recently talked
to Harlequin about Morning Star Ballet, where she is Artistic Consultant, and of the events that have brought her
to this stage in her career.

photo credit: Harlequin Floors
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Madam Zhao reflects on a tough regime

Madam

injuries

the National Ballet of China.” So it was

of daily rehearsal without leaving the

caused by dancing on a poor floor

no surprise that Harlequin floors were

studio, contrasting to the happiest

prompted a recommendation for “a

chosen for Morning Star too – a decision

moments

audience

sprung floor with good vinyl floor that

based on Harlequin’s “quality, reputation

applause at the curtain call. Offering

will let dancers perform better on stage

and service.”

advice to young dancers she reminds

because they don’t need to worry.” When

them “ballet is very scientific and very

the Morning Star Arts Centre was built,

healthy,” but sounds a note of caution,

“the first thing we thought about when

“not to get hurt when you dance.” Citing

we built the studios was that we need

her own experience of dancing on cold

good floors.” “The floor is very important

hard floors in winter and the subsequent

to us”, she continued. “Our relationship

injuries to legs and feet, she advises

with Harlequin dates back many years

youngsters to study hard but avoid injury.

to the time I was the Artistic Director of

when

receiving

Zhao’s

concern

at

Today’s generation of ballet students will
enjoy the same quality of dance floors as
many western counterparts, far removed
from the hard cold floors of Madam
Zhao’s early years in dance. The full
interview with Madam Zhao is available
on Harlequin’s YouTube Channel.

research
health &

Looking to the future of dance
Change is on the way for how dance is organised in the UK and Harlequin is closely involved with the various
dance organisations that represent the interests of dance and dancers.

Harlequin Floors was invited to participate
in two of the panel sessions discussing
the company’s innovative approach to
sponsoring events that are designed to
encourage and nurture young dance talent
and its wider support for healthier dance.
Harlequin’s continued financial support
for dance injury facilities in the UK and
backing for worldwide research that leads
to injury reduction was announced.
Of course the circumstances that led to
that moment don’t just happen, unless
a lot of effort to create a mutually
beneficial relationship between Dance
UK and Harlequin Floors had not already
laid the groundwork. An important factor
in the success of this relationship is a

Harlequin Floors and the
Royal Academy of Dance –
the perfect partnership
Harlequin Floors enjoys a long-standing unique
relationship with the Royal Academy of Dance as both
have a shared interest in the success, well-being and
general welfare of dancers.
As one of the world’s most influential
dance education organisations, the
RAD’s exams set the standard in
classical ballet worldwide. The Academy
is a global leader in dance education and
Continuing Professional Development
for dance teachers and professional
dancers. An example of this relationship
was demonstrated in China when Madam
Zhao, Artistic Consultant of Morning Star
Ballet signed an historic partnership
agreement in Beijing with RAD Chief
Executive, Luke Rittner. Speaking from
the Harlequin Studio at the Morning Star

Foundation in Beijing, Luke Rittner said,
“The facilities here are envy making.
They are state of the art, they are brand
new, the studios are wonderful and the
Harlequin floors of course are wonderful.”
He continued, “The Royal Academy of
Dance and Harlequin Floors have had a
relationship for many, many years and
it is one the Academy is very proud of
and we treasure very greatly.” Summing
up he said, “We really couldn’t do our
work without good floors and Harlequin
provides good floors.”

shared interest in providing the best
circumstances in which dancers can
develop their artistic and technical skills
and do so safely. And should injuries
occur, as is inevitable in any form of
physical activity, to have the skills of
specialist practitioners in dance medicine
and facilities readily available to help a
successful recovery.
Harlequin Floors also enjoy a close
relationship with the National Dance
Teachers Association and 2015 saw
Harlequin sponsor the last NDTA
Conference which took place at Trinity
Laban Conservatoire of Music & Dance

recently. Links with Youth Dance England
reach back some years including provision
of Harlequin Tempo dance floor that
transformed three hard floor studios for
workshops at the National Youth Dance
Festival in 2007.
Commenting on how the future might
evolve with Dance UK having a bigger
voice, Caroline Miller said, “As we
go forward as One Dance UK, we will
continue to value the relationship that
has been developed with Harlequin Floors
and the funding support that has helped
us achieve some important goals.”

Save the dates: pop-up dance events
with Royal Academy of Dance in 2016
Last year we provided the flooring for RAD’s exciting pop-up dance events in Broadgate
Circle and Kings Cross Station, both in London. This year we have teamed up with
RAD again to bring you more pop-up events and we have two dates for you to put in
your diary:
• Saturday 23rd July 2016: Canada Square Park, Canary Wharf, London
• Saturday 22nd October 2016: Kings Cross Station, London – venue courtesy of
Network Rail
Further details will be announced in due course, but for now, save the dates and watch
this space!
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Following research published by Dance
UK, NIDMS was set up in 2012, bringing
together six major dance organisations in
a shared vision to provide dancers with
the finest treatment for injury. From the
start, Harlequin Floors became a key
funder, underlining the company’s great
interest and support of dancers’ health
and wellbeing. Caroline Miller, Director
of Dance UK said, “We are truly grateful
to Harlequin Floors for its generous and
far-sighted support, enabling us to take
better care of the health and well-being of
dancers. Over the years, the company has
demonstrated that it is much more than a
supplier to dance, Harlequin Floors really
is an integral part of the industry.”

This continued into 2015 when Dance
UK organised a four-day conference The Future: New Ideas, New Inspirations
– which took place in London with a
declared aim of uniting the voices of UK
dance.

Photo credit: David Tett/Royal Academy of Dance

If there was an occasion when the
relationship between Dance UK and
Harlequin Floors was really cemented,
then late 2010 when Harlequin Floors
made an important donation to the
National Institute of Dance Medicine and
Science was a defining moment.

Mark Rasmussen of Harlequin Floors presenting a donation

Harlequin has a long history of involvement with
the dance community and many of the various dance
organisations, including Dance UK, National Dance
Teachers Association and Youth Dance England, that
along with ADAD are now joined as One Dance UK.

to the Dance UK Healthier Dancer Programme.

Harlequin Floors and One Dance UK - the story so far

our year
y
ahead
Where are we in 2016?
• MOVE IT:
18th – 20th March 2016,
ExCel London, UK
• DOMOTEX Asia:
22nd – 24th March 2016,
Shanghai, China
• Prolight + Sound:
5th – 8th April 2016,
Frankfurt, Germany
• International Dance Awareness Day:
29th April 2016
• PLASA Focus:
11th – 12th May 2016, Leeds, UK

It’s Harlequin Floors again for
biggest UK Dance Event
MOVE IT 2016 transfers to London’s ExCel,
18th – 20th March with Harlequin once again
providing the flooring for the main stage, Harlequin
Masterclass Studio and the Ballroom. This year the
ever popular Move It Freestyle stage will be equipped
with one of Harlequin’s newest floors – Harlequin
FreeStyle, which is particularly suited to street and
hip-hop dance.

• Talent Madrid:
31st May 2016 – 12th June 2016,
Madrid, Spain
• ABTT Theatre Show:
22nd – 23rd June 2016,
London, UK

• ImPulsTanz International
Dance Festival:
14th July – 14th August 2016,
Vienna, Austria
• The Australian Dance Awards:
18 September 2016, Perth,
Australia
• PLASA Show:
18th – 20th September 2016,
Olympia London, UK
• IADMS 2016:
19th – 22nd October 2016,
Hong Kong
• The Genée International
Ballet Competition:
7th - 11th December, Sydney,
Australia

Photo credit: Royal Academy of Dance Australia

Billed as the UK’s biggest dance
event, the three day festival of dance
is expected to bring 24,000 dancers
to ExCel. Harlequin Floors will be
exhibiting its full range of dance
floor products, ballet barres and
accessories. In addition to the busy
programme of dance performances,
classes and seminars, the Harlequin
exhibition stand has also emerged
as a popular venue for performances
and workshops staged on its own
dance stage with Harlequin Cascade
installed on a Harlequin Liberty
sprung floor.

Join the Harlequin conversation online...

British Harlequin plc
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